Fujitsu Announces NetCOBOL for .NET
Initial release of Fujitsus NetCOBOL for .NET enables customers to integrate legacy COBOL systems with
Microsofts .NET platform

Fujitsu Australia has reaffirmed its support for the Microsoft .NET platform with the release of NetCOBOL for .NET, a rich development environment
and compiler for COBOL built on Microsoft Visual Studio .NET and the .NET Framework.Fujitsus NetCOBOL Release Candidate will enable Australian
customers to leverage their investment in legacy COBOL systems by providing tight integration with the Microsoft .NET Framework. It offers a cost
effective and highly scalable vehicle to take advantage of the exciting new technologies that Microsoft Visual Studio .NET and the .NET platform offer,
without needing to completely redevelop their COBOL systems.Our Australian customers have an enormous investment in legacy COBOL systems,
which, until now, required an expensive and lengthy redevelopment effort in order to Web-enable them, said Fujitsu Australias General Manager,
Enterprise Development , Susan Hyland.NetCOBOL will enable companies to integrate their COBOL code with Microsoft Visual Studio .NET and the
.NET Framework enabling corporations to provide a broader range of services to customers and establish a common development platform for all
developers.Fujitsu Australia has been monitoring the development of this solution for some time and is pleased to be able to offer the initial release to
its customers. The Fujitsu Microsoft Solution Centre is geared up ready to support customers through any systems integration and support issues, Ms
Hyland said.NetCOBOL for .NET combines the reliability of Fujitsus family of COBOL compilers with the Microsoft .NET Framework and the Microsoft
award-winning development environment, Visual Studio .NET. The product includes a new compiler for the .NET Framework common language
runtime engine, support for ASP.NET and XML Web services, and integration with the Visual Studio .NET Integrated Development Environment
through its involvement with the Visual Studio .NET Integration Program (VSIP).Support for a wide variety of languages is an important part of the
.NET strategy, said Tom Button, vice president for the Developer and Platform Evangelism Division at Microsoft Corp. Because COBOL is a core
programming language in the enterprise, having Fujitsu support COBOL for Microsoft .NET is an important piece of the puzzle in meeting the needs of
enterprise developers. NetCOBOL allows companies with existing COBOL assets to recompile their COBOL-85 programs and then enhance them
using object-oriented extensions. The ability to compile existing code enables a clear migration path for customers wanting to migrate to the less
expensive and more feature-rich Windows platform. The Microsoft .NET Framework supports an unprecedented level of integration between a variety
of languages and technologies. NetCOBOL also leverages the Microsoft .NET Framework strength in developing XML Web services, making it easier
for COBOL programmers to expose their code as components.The Release Candidate for NetCOBOL will be available in late February and follows a
US-based beta testing period that began late in December, 2001. A final release version of NetCOBOL will be released in the second quarter of 2002.
The NetCOBOL Release Candidate targets the final version of Microsoft Visual Studio .NET. For more details about NetCOBOL and information about
obtaining a copy of the Release Candidate email COBOL@fujitsu.com.au or visit the Fujitsu COBOL Web site at <http://www.adtools.com>.
Ends.Notes to EditorsFujitsu Australia Limited<http://www.fujitsu.com.au>Fujitsu is one of the world's leading e-services organisations. Fujitsu
technology solutions, from servers to e-Business applications, are powering the new Internet economy.In Australia and New Zealand Fujitsu is helping
corporate and government customers to design, build and operate solutions which offer competitive advantage in the internet world, from
state-of-the-art infrastructure through to complex e-Business solutions. Our portfolio of IT services includes consulting, systems integration, prime
contracting and a full range of professional services. Fujitsu Australia Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Fujitsu Limited of Japan.About Fujitsu
LimitedFujitsu is a leading provider of Internet-focused information technology solutions for the global marketplace. Its pace-setting technologies,
best-in-class computing and telecommunications platforms, and worldwide corps of systems and services experts make it uniquely positioned to
unleash the infinite possibilities of the Internet to help its customers succeed. Headquartered in Tokyo, Fujitsu Limited (TSE:6702) reported
consolidated revenues of 5.48 trillion yen for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2001. Internet: <http://www.fujitsu.com/>For further media release
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