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Red Hat reveals insights into virtualisation state of play in Australia

 79% of respondents currently have a virtualisation strategy in place

 85.2% would consider an open source virtualisation solution

 Nearly 81% with a virtualisation solution have benefited from cost savings 

 Ease of management is the priority when selecting a virtualisation solution

Sydney, Australia  Monday 8 February 2010  Red Hat (NYSE: RHT), the world's leading provider of open source solutions, today announced the

results of a Red Hat-sponsored survey of more than 900 businesses and Government departments on their use of virtualisation technology. The

results revealed that 79% of respondents currently have a virtualisation strategy in place. The survey, conducted by Red Hat Australia and New

Zealand and involving a range of local organisations from the IT, Government, telecommunications, banking and finance sectors, also found that

85.2% of respondents would consider an open source virtualisation solution for their organisation.

According to one respondent, open source virtualization options are gaining interest because not being tied to one vendor allows greater flexibility if

and when our virtualisation strategy changes. Another respondent agreed, stating that reduced lock in, flexibility and lower costs are reasons to

choose an open source virtualisation solution. A further respondent said that open source virtualisation offers flexibility without compromising

performance and security.

Over 85% of respondents noted that virtualisation was 'extremely important' or 'very important' for the future of their organization. Of those with a

virtualisation strategy currently in place, two of the biggest benefits being realised were identified as cost savings (80.3%) and a reduced data centre

footprint (69.6%). When asked approximately how much money their organisation has saved as a result of the virtualisation solution, responses varied

from more than a billion dollars to some 60% of the IT hardware budget.

The survey also unveiled that ease of management (66.9%), closely followed by reliability (65.2%), ease of deployment (61.5%), performance (59.3%)

and cost (59.2%) were among the key criteria used to select a virtualisation solution. 

Our investigation into virtualisation has uncovered interesting findings, some of which confirm key trends that we have seen developing in

organisations across the country, such as the desire to use virtualisation to carve out costs, said Max McLaren, senior director and general manager

for Red Hat Australia and New Zealand. It is clear that Australian businesses, which are well-versed in leveraging virtualisation, are looking for an

alternative to the historical offerings in order to achieve the flexibility and choice that they have come to enjoy from open source leaders like Red Hat.

In early November 2009, Red Hat announced the general availability of Red Hat Enterprise Virtualization for Servers, the newest product set in the

Red Hat Enterprise Virtualization portfolio that includes both a standalone hypervisor and server virtualization management tools. The availability of

Red Hat Enterprise Virtualization for Servers marks a key milestone in Red Hats continued evolution as a virtualisation and cloud computing leader. 

For more information about the Red Hat Enterprise Virtualization portfolio, visit www.redhat.com/virtualization/rhev/servers/.



For more information about Red Hat, visit www.redhat.com. For more news, more often, visit www.press.redhat.com.

-Ends-

About the research

The research was conducted by Red Hat Australia and New Zealand in November 2009, based on 929 completed surveys. The online survey was

completed by Australian organisations from a range of industry sectors including IT, Government, telecommunications and banking and finance.

Participating organisations ranged in size from less 50 people to more than 2,000 people.

About Red Hat, Inc. 

Red Hat, the world's leading provider of open source solutions and a component of the S&P 500, is headquartered in Raleigh, NC with over 65 offices

spanning the globe. CIOs ranked Red Hat as one of the top vendors delivering value in Enterprise Software for six consecutive years in the CIO

Insight Magazine Vendor Value survey. Red Hat provides high-quality, affordable technology with its operating system platform, Red Hat Enterprise

Linux, together with virtualization, applications, management and Services Oriented Architecture (SOA) solutions, including Red Hat Enterprise

Virtualization and JBoss Enterprise Middleware. Red Hat also offers support, training and consulting services to its customers worldwide. Learn more:

http://www.redhat.com.

Forward-Looking Statements 

Certain statements contained in this press release may constitute "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation

Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements provide current expectations of future events based on certain assumptions and include any

statement that does not directly relate to any historical or current fact. Actual results may differ materially from those indicated by such forward-looking

statements as a result of various important factors, including: risks related to delays or reductions in information technology spending, the integration

of acquisitions and the ability to market successfully acquired technologies and products; the ability of the Company to effectively compete; the inability

to adequately protect Company intellectual property and the potential for infringement or breach of license claims of or relating to third party intellectual

property; the ability to deliver and stimulate demand for new products and technological innovations on a timely basis; risks related to data and

information security vulnerabilities; ineffective management of, and control over, the Company's growth and international operations; fluctuations in

exchange rates; adverse results in litigation; and changes in and a dependence on key personnel, as well as other factors contained in our most

recent Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q (copies of which may be accessed through the Securities and Exchange Commission's website at

http://www.sec.gov), including those found therein under the captions "Risk Factors" and "Management's Discussion and Analysis of Financial

Condition and Results of Operations". In addition to these factors, actual future performance, outcomes, and results may differ materially because of

more general factors including (without limitation) general industry and market conditions and growth rates, economic conditions, and governmental

and public policy changes. The forward-looking statements included in this press release represent the Company's views as of the date of this press

release and these views could change. However, while the Company may elect to update these forward-looking statements at some point in the

future, the Company specifically disclaims any obligation to do so. These forward-looking statements should not be relied upon as representing the

Company's views as of any date subsequent to the date of the press release.
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