Lifestyle Expo Promotes Chinese Mainland-Hong Kong-UAE Cooperation
Belt and Road Hubs Create Synergy for Interregional Business

HONG KONG, Sept 26, 2017 - (ACN Newswire) - The Lifestyle Expo in Dubai is being held to foster business collaboration between the Chinese
mainland, Hong Kong and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as well as the rest of the Middle East-Africa (MEA) region, helping companies seize the
enormous business opportunities emerging from China's Belt and Road Initiative and Expo 2020 Dubai.Jointly organised by the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council (HKTDC) and the Trade Development Bureau of the Ministry of Commerce of the People's Republic of China, the fifth edition of
the Lifestyle Expo opened yesterday (25 September) and continues through today at the Hyatt Regency Dubai.The two-day event showcases a wide
selection of trendy products from about 110 Hong Kong and mainland companies to an expected 1,300 buyers from the UAE, Iran and Africa. Exhibits
include consumer electronics, information and communications technology (ICT) products, household products and electrical appliances, fashion and
fashion accessories, gifts and premiums, as well as watches and clocks.Mainland-Hong Kong-UAE collaboration on Belt and RoadSpeaking at the
Opening Ceremony, HKTDC Assistant Executive Director Stephen Liang highlighted the cooperation between the mainland, Hong Kong and the UAE
to unlock opportunities arising from the Belt and Road Initiative, a key global economic driver for the 21st Century."The Lifestyle Expo in Dubai serves
as an ideal platform for suppliers from Hong Kong and the Chinese mainland and buyers from the Middle East and Africa to forge business
partnerships," said Mr Liang. "This cooperation between the mainland, Hong Kong and the UAE creates synergy for our mutual benefits."He said such
collaboration is especially important in view of the Belt and Road Initiative, which aims to connect markets in more than 60 countries spanning Asia,
the Middle East, Africa and Europe, including Hong Kong and the UAE. These economies represent about 4.6 billion potential consumers and
accounting for over 30 per cent of global merchandise trade."Hong Kong is Asia's business hub and the ideal gateway to the region, especially the
Chinese mainland, a huge market with buoyant growth," said Mr Liang. "Meanwhile, we at the HKTDC have long recognised the importance of the
UAE, not just as a market, but also as a springboard to the promising Middle East and Africa markets.""Both Hong Kong and the UAE have what it
takes to be a key commercial hub for the Belt and Road Initiative. Working together, we can build new business-to-business links along the Belt and
Road and gain access to new markets," Mr Liang added.Business tiesThe Belt and Road, together with the upcoming Expo 2020 Dubai, is expected to
boost demand for trade, logistics, infrastructure, real estate and financial services in the UAE. Hong Kong and mainland companies can help fill the
need by providing services and investment.The UAE is Hong Kong's largest trading partner and export market in the Middle East. Bilateral trade
between the two places grew at an average annual rate of 14 per cent from US$4.80 billion in 2010 to US$10.6 billion in 2016.Hong Kong's exports to
the UAE grew 13 per cent to US$6.8 billion last year, led by exports of pearls, precious and semi-precious stones (40.6% of total, up 32.1%), telecom
equipment and parts (32.3% of total, up 23.8%), and jewellery (5% of total, up 36.5%).Business matching and networkingThe Lifestyle Expo in Dubai
2017 features various networking events and activities, including the third Hub-to-Hub Business Meeting with business leaders from Hong Kong, the
UAE and Africa discussing ways to capitalise on the latest market developments. Customised one-to-one business-matching services are being
arranged to connect exhibitors and buyers.Products from 11 exhibitors are spotlighted at the hktdc.com Small Orders showcase, where buyers can
place orders of between five and 1,000 pieces. The HKTDC Frequent Buyer Awards 2017 were presented yesterday to UAE companies that
frequently visited the Council's trade fairs in Hong Kong and Dubai.Business mission to explore opportunitiesMr Liang is in Dubai with a Hong Kong
business mission representing a range of sectors, including electronics, fashion, housewares, gifts, stationery, packaging, toys and wellness products.
The delegates are exploring collaboration opportunities with UAE companies, and will make a day trip to Sharjah and Ajman in the North Emirates
region tomorrow.Highlighting Hong Kong's position as Asia's lifestyle trendsetter, the Lifestyle Expo is among the HKTDC's signature international
promotion events with a successful track record in fostering trade between companies from Hong Kong and emerging markets worldwide, including
Russia, Poland, Turkey, India and Indonesia.Fair Website:Lifestyle Expo in Dubai: http://www.hktdc.com/fair/hkledubai-enPhoto
Download: http://bit.ly/2yEoFRt About HKTDCEstablished in 1966, the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) is a statutory body dedicated
to creating opportunities for Hong Kong's businesses. With more than 40 offices globally, including 13 on the Chinese mainland, the HKTDC promotes
Hong Kong as a platform for doing business with China, Asia and the world. With 50 years of experience, the HKTDC organises international
exhibitions, conferences and business missions to provide companies, particularly SMEs, with business opportunities on the mainland and in
international markets, while providing information via trade publications, research reports and digital channels including the media room. For more
information, please visit: www.hktdc.com/aboutus. Follow us on Google+, Twitter @hktdc, LinkedIn.- Google+: https://plus.google.com/+hktdcTwitter: http://www.twitter.com/hktdc- LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/hong-kong-trade-development-council Contact:HKTDC
Communication and Public Affairs Department (Dubai) Sarah Al Jundi Tel: +971 43298975 Email: sarah.al.jundi@hktdc.org (Hong Kong) Joe Kainz
Tel: +852 2584 4216 Email: joe.kainz@hktdc.org
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