Medicinal cannabis for PBS, review of organ donation policies and greater
protections for farmers endorsed by CWA of NSW

Hi , The CWA of NSW 2021 state conference in Bega concludes this afternoon with members spending a busy week determining the future policy
direction of the association, renewing friendships and enjoying all that the south coast of NSW has to offer. Attached is an update on the conference
motions and the business discussed, along with an image of conference attendees at the historic Bega Showground. For further information or
interview inquiries, please don&#39;t hesitate to get in touch. Kind regards, Kylie Galbraith Seftons Tamworth NSW 2340 Ph. 0411 480 208
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- MEDIA RELEASE Medicinal cannabis
for PBS, review of organ donation policies and greater protections for farmers endorsed by CWA of NSW The Country Women’s Association (CWA)
of NSW is calling for prescribed medicinal cannabis to be added to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme and is advocating for greater protection for
agricultural land through more consideration around the location of solar farms and the abolition of mining exploration licences to ‘$2 companies’. The
issues are among dozens of motions being discussed and debated at this year’s CWA of NSW state conference in Bega this week, with successful
motions to spearhead the association’s advocacy efforts over the next 12 months. Mental health service failures, immediate improvements to the
aged care sector and ways to boost organ donation rates were also on the agenda. Successful motions include: That the CWA of NSW be to take
active steps to increase the information available to all members, branches and groups to enable them to seek and promote opportunities for
increased and meaningful understanding of, and engagement with, First Nations communities across the state (Keiraville branch) A call for immediate
action with regard to the failure of aged care service delivery in NSW (Jerilderie branch) Advocacy around a review of organ and tissue donation
policies with consideration of a soft opt-out policy in preference to an opt-in policy to assist in increasing the rate of organ and tissue donations
(Pambula-Merimbula branch) Lobbying the NSW Government to provide sufficient face-to-face acute psychiatric services to all local health areas,
especially those in rural and remote locations (Hillston branch); calling for a single co-ordinated mental health service information and referral resource
in towns as part of the overall measures for suicide prevention (Kiama branch); and an urgency motion on lobbying the state and federal governments
to provide additional funding, opportunities and incentives to enable training of more psychiatrists to provide acute face-to-face services in all local
health areas (Urgency motion) Advocacy for a ‘just transition’ from coal and gas to low carbon-intensive industries to minimise employment impacts
(Tambar Springs branch) Opposing the construction of large-scale solar plants on prime agricultural land to protect food and fibre productivity (Jindera
branch) Lobbying the NSW Government to cease assessing $2 companies as able to satisfy the ‘financial capacity to undertake mineral exploration’
in NSW under the Mining Act 1992 (White Cliffs branch) Advocacy for the placement of prescribed cannabis medication on the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme (Cobargo branch) “There’s always a lot of different issues covered by the motions that come from our branches, and this year is no
different,” said CWA of NSW President Stephanie Stanhope. “This diversity in our membership and the concerns of their communities ensure our
association’s advocacy efforts reflect a broad cross-section of the NSW population and our policy platform is inclusive of a range of issues.
“Improvements to health service delivery in rural and regional NSW communities have remained a strong focus this year, particularly around mental
health support and suicide prevention measures. And our members have taken further steps this year in advocating for sensible government
regulation around mining exploration on our prime agricultural land and approvals for the location of renewable energy projects. “Energy generation is
of the highest importance to our state and communities, but whether it’s fossil fuel-generated or produced by renewable technologies, the regulation
around it must be well-considered and sustainable for all,” Stephanie said. There was also unanimous support for the donation of $20,000 to the
Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) in response to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis and $10,000 to ACWW South Pacific to fund training
initiatives in the region. Members also voted for ovarian cancer to be the focus of the CWA of NSW’s Health Research Fund Annual Project for
2021/22. Ends
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